January 2008

Dear Jan
I have spent many, many hours searching the Internet for opportunities this summer and am very happy to have found the RISE Scheme since it combines my two main aims for this summer: to explore working in a laboratory and gain experience living in a German speaking country.
I found reading and researching about your project interesting and would very much like to contribute to it.  Light and its nature has long fascinated me and was probably the deciding factor for me in choosing to study Physics at university.  Initially your project looked interesting since it reminded me of reading about how organic materials and polymers are going to play an important role in future technologies.  When I read about the research on the institutes website I felt intrigued by the techniques used to investigate the silicon-polymer hybrids and even more curious!  With the increased reliance in modern civilisation on electronics, I am also attracted to this area of research by its range of possible applications in optical networks, computing and solar cells.  Particularly focusing on fibre optic cables, I would feel very proud to contribute even a small amount to technology that speeds up the Internet.
At the moment, I am enjoying studying Physics and am keen to explore future possibilities in research and would like to put to use some of the skills I have learnt.  I really enjoy the problem solving aspects of the courses and mathematical theory and also have much experience with computers and programming.  A recent project was designing a content management system for the college JCR (student) website.  On previous visits to laboratories such as JET and CERN I have felt inspired by the potential of the places.  I also enjoyed working out how observed effects occur in labs at university.

I also enjoy many activities outside Physics, with a particular interest in Politics and International Relations.  I attend debates and am speaker secretary for the university European Affairs Society due to my belief in an integrated Europe.  I also find time to go jogging regularly and meet with people whilst at college and at home work at a charity shop.
I particularly want to work in Germany over the summer to further improve my language skills and experience the culture since I feel it will be important to my future career.  I have learnt German for GCSE and within the past year have been improving it.  In the summer term I will be taking a German language option at Oxford.  Besides this, Germany is the centre for my particular music taste and I have a high view of German people based on many I have met in the past few years.  I would like to work in a large city such as Hamburg and make the most of my free time as well as work time, though as at university, work must come first..

If you have any questions about my application then please get in touch via email or phone.

Yours Sincerely


David Wood
